
The All-Abilities program has enabled the host
club and its members to gain a better

understanding of people living disabilities and to
be much better equipped to socialise with the

cohort. The enthusiasm brought to the club from
the members of the All Abilities has been

infectious and the club as a whole appears to be
a happier and friendlier place as a result.

Our membership has grown and when we hold
club social functions, our attendances have

never been greater, as the majority of our All-
Abilities playing group attend all our planned

social events. 
The loyalty and support shown to the club by the

members of the All-Abilities team is a shining
example to the rest of the club. Some of the

players don’t have licences or can access public
transport without support, but when it comes to
attending training, they don’t make excuses for
not turning up, they make it happen. I am never
surprised by how resourceful the players can be

when trying to get to training or a game.
We have found that being an inclusive club has
assisted with being successful in some of our

Community Grant Applications.
 

Celebrating Inclusive clubs...

Introducing....
Bendigo Albion Lions
All-Abilities Cricket team

Bendigo Albion Lions All-Abilities
Cricket team have been playing for

9 years!

What has this opportunity brought to the
club and what benefits has the club

experienced?



What does the opportunity look like?
The Bendigo Albion Lions is a cricket program for people living with an intellectual
disability and caters for all abilities. The program is run all year round and we are

based at the Maiden Gully Marist Cricket Club in the outdoor season and at Bendigo
Majorleague Multisports during the indoor season. We cater for players of all levels,
from beginners to players looking for a pathway to both mainstream competition to

State & National representation in the All-Abilities format.
We are part of the Melbourne All-Abilities Cricket Association as one of three regional

teams. We host two divisions in the format; Division One is as close to mainstream
cricket as you can get, and Division Two is heavily modified with no protective
equipment required, smaller ground size, reduced overs with a soft ball in use.

It is a fun and social experience for all players who catch up every Tuesday at 5:30pm
during the Summer Months and every Thursday 5:30pm during the Winter Months.

 

If your sporting club offers opportunities for people with a disability,
we want to hear from you! Complete our survey here:

https://forms.gle/1zKcTaKtQyif73so6

My advice is to have conversations with the committee members about proposing to
run an All-Abilities format in the sport. Ensure all parties are aware of the support the
club will need to provide for such a program to be successful. Speak to other clubs

that have similar programs to get an understanding of what is required to run such a
program. Look at the club’s physical infrastructure and determine if any changes need
to be made. Find out what support you can receive from the governing bodies of your
sport and talk to Sports Focus who have had a lot of experience in assisting clubs to
become more inclusive. If your club is willing to become more inclusive, it would be a

positive evolution for the club in many ways. The more inclusive clubs in our
community, the better for all participants and our community as a whole.

Do you have any advice for other clubs who are thinking of
running an opportunity for people with a disability?

How can other people get involved in the opportunity?

To get involved with the Bendigo Albion Lions, please contact Rob Fisher via
email: robafett03@gmail.com or come on down and say hello at either the

Maiden Gully Recreation Reserve or Bendigo Majorleague Multipsorts on our
respective training nights.

https://forms.gle/1zKcTaKtQyif73so6

